Mormons purchase and expand Fort Bridger 


Although the Mormons had built Fort Supply instead of occupying Fort 
Bridger, they continued to show an interest in acquiring the older post. It 
actually came under the political jurisdiction of the Mormons in the winter of 
1853-54, when Green River County was organized as a part of Utah Territory. 
The official announcement read: 


Whereas the Boundaries of Green River County in the territory of Utah were 
defined and attached to Great Salt Lake County for election, revenue, and 
Judicial purposes by a special act of the legislature of said Territory approved 
March the 3rd 1852, and was detached from said Great Salt Lake County by 
another act of said legislature approved January 13th 1854, and is now orga- 
nized with its Judiciary and officers and lies in the first Judicial District of the 
United States Court for said Territory.+ 


In addition to Fort Supply and Fort Bridger, the county included the ferries 
on the Green River. W. I. Appleby was appointed probate judge, Robert 
Alexander, clerk of probate court, and William A. Hickman, county sheriff. 
Hickman was also made prosecuting attorney, assessor, and tax collector, and’ 
assigned by Brigham Young to use his influence in quieting down the moun- 
taineers in that section of the country. The county seat was established at the 
Mormon ferries, but it was difficult to have a government agency there because 
of the continuing difficulties with the mountaineers and the Indians. Clearly 
Fort Bridger would be a more suitable center for county government. 
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store and the officer delivered his prepared speech. He then placed his hand on 
the saddle and claimed it a gift from the great white father in Washington. But 
Washakee would have none of it. He made no move to accept the gift nor did 
he make any reply to the big talk. It was finally discovered that he would only 


receive the saddle if it were tendered to him by his friend “Totesee-motesee,” 
the Indian name for Judge Carter.1° 


Ironically, Judge Carter’s death resulted, indirectly at least, in an effort to 
aid his Indian friends. In the spring of 1880 the U.S. Government was con- 
sidering the removal of the White River Utes from Colorado to the Uinta 


reservation in Northeastern Utah. The War Department ordered that Fort 
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veen the territorial officials and the residents of the Fort 
ed over the control of the ferry rights on the Green 
f the State of Deseret had granted the first ferry rights 
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